BULLETIN 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


OFFICERS 
ROGER ALLEN, President 
ADRIAN N. LANGIUS, Ist V.-President L 
EARL W, PELLERIN, 2nd V.-President 


ROBERT 
MALCOLM 


Published Weekly 


JOSEPH W. 


LEINWEBER, 3rd V.-President 
BLAKESLEE 
R. STIRTON 


Secretary 


Treasurer Ex 


ive Secretary 


Subscription Price per year. (Non-members $1.00) 


TALMAGE C. HUGHES 


DIRECTORS 
ROBERT B. FRANTZ GFORGE M. McCONKEY 
WILLIAM E. KAPP OHN C. THORNTON 
HARRY L. MEAD EERO SAARINEN 


DONALD A. KIMBALL 
10 cents per copy 


EDITOR—TALMAGE C. HUGHES 


Aadison Avenue, Detroit 26, Michigan 


5, FAUQUIE 


ADVERTISING MANAGER 


Volume 19 


THE BUILDING MATERIALS SITUATIO 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, DECEMBER 4, 1945 


5 Number 49 


N 


BY EDWIN J. BRUNNER, SECRETARY BUILDERS AND TRADERS EXCHANGE OF DETROIT 


A Talk Before The Michigan Construction Industry Council, in Lansing, 


The general picture in building 


fore it follows that any building that the State of Michi 


burden on that market. The same th 


But we cannot do that, 


If price and other controls were suddenly 
cut off, there could well be a rising market 
in building materials and a rising con 
struction cost, which would automatically 
cut down on the market. From 1919 to 1920 
after the last war, construction costs rose 
to 160 per cent of 1913 costs, and every- 
thing fell off rather disastrously, 

I would like to take a few examples of 
materials that are short and try to show 
what might have caused the shortage, 
The shortage of brick came about because, 
when the war controls were put on and 
wages were frozen. the wages of brick 
makers were frozen at their 1942 levels. 
That level was quite low at the time, and 
the freezing had the effect of pulling men 
from those plants into war industry. The 
customary large brick inventory has been 
eaten up by large wartime demands. Con- 
sequently, those yards have to start at 
seratch to produce for these new jobs. A 
lot of yards were closed down absolutely; 
now they are opening. Right after VJ Day 
they could raise the wages of their men, 
if the wage raise did not raise the price, 
The promised 10 per cent rise in brick 
prices will help the situation in brick 
immensely, and perhaps the plants can be 
in full operation by April 1, 1946. 

The picture in lumber is practically the 
same as brick, except for the fact that the 
lumber industry had to keep going during 
the war to meet the unprecedented needs. 

With reference to plumbing fixtures, 
mest of the companies are now recon- 
verting their plants, but a lot of their men 
are in the Army. Some of the new people 
coming into the industry don’t like it, 
and they walk out. So you have a zone 
of floating labor, and the plants are not 
able to spring into full-time production 
in one day. 

The same is true in the case of builders’ 
hardware; there is a sort of floating em- 


materials is that at the 


ing may be said for 


ployment. It is a specialized process. The 
manufacturers are probably at this time 
concentrating on the manufacture of about 
3000 items out of a total of 30,000 items 
which they manufacture in normal times. 
Builders’ harware may be a_ bottleneck 
for some time to come. 

Many things will have a bearing on 
whether or not producers will be able to 
get their stuff to you more quickly. What 
will be the policy of the armed services in 
letting men come back? Freedom from 
strikes and unrest will be another factor. 

The material situation would seem to 
indicate that, if possible, the state should 
commence only those operations for the 
most urgently needed buildings. I am 
talking about building rather than road 
construction, because I think for roads 
you can get enough cement to go ahead, 
Then I think it would be a good idea if, 
say, in four months we reappraise this 
situation and at future intervals, The 
construction industry is very appreciative 
of this invitation from the Governor of the 
State of Michigan to come here and lay 
our problems on the table. 

I might make a humble suggestion that 
perhaps the State can go one step far- 
ther. Possibly the State could find or 
furnish some analysts who would help 
kee pthe records of supply and demand 
in the construction industry. You do it 
now for manufacturers and on the man- 
power situation. 


O'DELL, HEWLETT & LUCKENBACH, 
had been selected as architects for the 1946 
Ideal Home to be built as a feature of the 
Detroit Builders Show, but, owing to the 
inability of obtaining materials for the 
kind of house that was contemplated, this 
project has been postponed and a smaller 
house will be built, for which that firm 
will not be the architects. 


Sept. 18, 1945 


present time the demand exceeds the supply. There- 
gan would do at the present moment would increase the 


a certain amount of private construction. If we could con- 
fine private construction to the very urgent and cut out the other for a while, 


we could proceed more orderly. 


Producers’ Meeting 

Producers’ Council of Michigan opened 
its season with a dinner meeting at the 
Wardell Sheraton Tuesday evening, Nov. 
6. A social hour preceded the event. 

President R. B. Richardson of Spencer 
Turbine Co, presided, with a program that 
was mostly educational and entertaining. 
Floyd Clise of Johns-Manville Sales Corp. 
is chairman of the program committee. 
Music was provided by Connie Walker and 
her accordion, with much good fellowship 
and group singing. 

Sam Knowlton of Aluminum Co. of A- 
merica was at the controls of the sound 
picture machine, with four interesting 
films: “Songfest,” “Snow Fun,” and “Sport 
Spellbinder.’” There was also a picture 
showing the building of portable docks 
that were towed across the English Channel 
for the Allied landings in Normandy. Bill 
Cory provided good fun with his own 
poems, for which he has become famous. 

Clair W, Ditchy, FAIA, president of the 
Detroit Chapter, A.I.A., responded to the 
chairman request by saying that such 


meetings had become most interesting and 
entertaining and that he couldn’t imagine 
why more architects do not take advantage 
of them. Architects were well represented, 
however, in the attendance of over one 
hundred. He characterized the meeting as 
a very wholesome experience, indeed. 


WANTED 


EXPERIENCED ARCHITECT- 
URAL DRAFTSMEN, GOOD 
WORKING CONDITIONS, 
GOOD SALARIES, — ALDEN 
B. DOW, POST ST., MIDLAND, 
MICH. 
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AD found this out when he tried to 
D flag a bus during yesterday evening’s 
rush hour. Mother discovered the same 
thing when she plugged in her electric 
waffle iron, and blew a fuse. And Junior 
has noticed that his electric train won't 
pull as many cars when Sis is ironing. No, 
there isn’t always room for one more, par- 
ticularly when it comes to adding new 
and wonderful electrical appliances to 
an obsolete house-wiring system. With 
adequate wiring you can be assured of 
having all the household joys that elec- 
tricity can offer any home—even a brand- 
new one! Adequate wiring now is your 
guarantee of tomorrow’s better living— 
electrically. 


™ DETROIT EDI 


This is one of a series of advertisements 
prepared in cooperation with the Electrical 
Association of Detroit in the interest of 
insuring adequate wiring for every home 
in this area. Any house wired today should 
have enough properly spaced convenience 
outlets, enough circuits and large enough 
wire sizes for tomorrow's electrical living. 
It should accommodate the new frozen. 
food cabinets, electric ranges, automatic 
laundries, electric dishwashers and many 
other electrical appliances that will make 
living pleasanter and easier. When you 
build or remodel, be sure your home 
“measures up” in this important respect. 
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id Rapids Chapter 
ibers of the Grand Rapids Chapter, 
was held on Monday evening, Dec. 
| the Green Room of the Park Ameri- 
otel, Kalamazoo. Dinner was served 
0 p.m. Randall Wagner was chair- 
of the committee on arrangements 
d by William A. Stone and James 
t. 

- Allen, reporting in Architectonies— 


UL E, FLANAGAN, former secretary 
> Chapter and also and even more 
tant, formerly T-3 in a photo intelli- 
group attached to the 42nd Division, 
se again a civilian. Paul entered the 
on January 7th, 1943, (“It does not 
like just yesterday”) and served in 
ind, Normandy and Germany. He is 
ing what he describes as a refresher 
in (a) architecture and (b) how 
a civilian. Course A is in the refined 
ndings of the offices of the Mighty 
Architectural Associates (“Throw 
money over the transom and we will 
o you later, possibly”), where he is 
Course B is quite a question indeed, 
e can’t prove it. Paul was always a 
working chapter member and we 
| very happy to have him back. 
T KING, who until recently was 
ant officer, designing airport build- 
for the Air Transport Command at 
lanca, is also in the editor’s office, 
Warren Rindge and the editor are 
ng on him to sign up as a Chapter 
ate, 


THE EDITOR, ov 
pride in the unprecedented achievement 
of signing up two good men before King- 
scott landed them, said today quote this 
joint is getting so full of service men I am 


ercome with modest 


thinking of renaming it the Campau Square 
Veterans Facility end of quotation. 

CARL J. RUDINE, Chapter member on 
leave with the Navy, has been promoted 
to Lieutenant Commander in the Naval 
Reserve Force. He is still commanding 
LST 821 out in the Pacific but hopes to get 
out soon. The sooner the better, say we all. 

ANYBODY who had never edited an 
architectural publication before would 
natuarlly expect chapter members to send 
in news, bits of wildly comical comment, 
tabulations of building costs, and so on, 
but the Editor is not a green beginner at 
this stuff and he does not expect anything 
of the sort. Statistics prove that it requires 
almost more than deadly provocation to 
induce an architect to write a letter about 
anything to an architectural publication 
unless he gets mad about something the 
editor did or did not say, Now all I have 
to do is figure out how to get you all mad 
about something. Don’t prompt, please; it 
will come to me. 


New Studio of Arthur Des Rosiers 


ARTHUR DES ROSIER, A.LA., announ- 
ces the removal of his offices from the 
Maccabees Building to his own building 
at 15850 James Couzens Highway, Detroit 
21, Mich. The new telephone number is 
UNiversity 4-2500. 


Planning Group Hears Architect 

Prof, George B. Brigham, A.I.A., was the 
speaker at the Home Planning institute in 
Grand Rapids, Oct. 30. He spoke on Con- 
tractors and Construction. 

Prof, Brigham is associate professor of 
architecture at the University of Michigan 
and previously associated with Tufts in the 
college of engineering, Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology and California Insti- 
tute of Technology. He was an architect 
in Pasadena and an architectural designer 
in Boston. 

Registration to date for the Home Plan- 
ning institute has reached 1,110. Evening 
classes are attended by 900 who are inter- 
ested in buildiing homes, while the after- 
noon classes draw around 200. 
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Promotions in U. D, Faculty 


C. J. Freund, Dean of the College of 
Engineering at the University of Detroit, 
recently announced several promotions in 
rank in the faculty which were effective 
September Ist of this year. 

L. R. Blakeslee, A.LA., Associate Pro- 
fessor of Architectural Engineering has 
been appointed Director of that Depart- 
ment. Professor Blakeslee graduated from 
the University of Michigan in 1928 and 
obtained his degree of Master in Archi 
tecture from that institution in 1938. He 
joined the faculty at the University of 
Detroit in 1928, was promoted to Associate 
Professor in 1943 and became Acting Direc- 
tor of Architectural Engineering in 1942. 
He is a registered Architect in the State 
of Michigan and is Past President of the 
Detroit Division Michigan Society of Archi- 
tects, 

T. C. Hanson, Acting Director of the 
Department of Civil Engineering since 1943, 
has been appointed Director of the Depart- 
ment. Graduating from Purdue University 
in 1930, Professor Hanson obtained his 
master’s degree at the University of Michi- 
Ban in 1934. He joined the faculty at the 
University of Detroit in 1930, became 
Assistant Professor in 1937 and Associate 
Professor in 1943. He is a registered Pro- 
fessional Engineer in the States of Michi- 
gan and Indiana, 

George H. Tweney, Instructor in Aero- 
nautical Engineering and Acting Director of 
the Department since 1942, has been pro- 
moted to Assistant Professor. Professor 
Tweney graduated in Aeronautical Engi- 
neering at the University of Detroit in 1938 
and obtained his master’s degree at the 
University of Michigan in 1942, Prior to 
joining the faculty at the University in 
1941, Professor Tweney was a Flight-test 
Engineer for the Atlantic Division of Pan 
American Airways. He is a registered 
Professional Engineer in the State of Michi- 
gan and has done considerable research 
work for Bendix Aviation Corporation, 
Beech Aircraft Corporation, The Glenn 
Martin Company and others. 

Anthony S, Satullo, Instructor in Electri- 
cal Engineering since 1940, has been pro- 
moted to Assistant Professor. Having 
graduated in Electrical Engineering from 
the Case School of Applied Science in 
1938, he received his Master’s degree from 
the same institution in 1940, A registered 
Professional Engineer in the State of Ohio, 
he has done considerable research work for 
Hickok Electrical Instrument Company of 
Cleveland and the Power Equipment Com- 
pany of Detroit. His particular field is 
Electronics. 
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Architects’ Civic Design Group 
of Metropolitan Detroit 
BRANSON V. GAMBER, Chairman 
At no time within recent years has the 
architectural profession been so busy as 
it is now, or beset by so many difficulties. 
In spite of this, a number of architects in 


the Detroit area have been interested in 
pursuing a research study of the overall 
plan of the metropolitan area of Detroit 
as it could be some years hence. 


This group includes and invites architects 
who are not satisfied with conditions as 
they are, but who have the vision to con- 
ceive and plan for a better future environ- 
ment. They recognize the benefit which is 
derived from working under the inspiring 
and stimulating direction of the master 
architect and planner, Eliel Saarinen, 


While this work is largely educational in 
its scope and purpose, we are confident 
that the results of this undertaking will 
prove of value to the officials of Detroit 
and the surrounding cities and towns. 


Most of the members of the ACD. 
Group have arrived at the third stage of 
the work, the preparation of models of 
their respective areas, Some members have 
been working on these models at Cran- 
brook on Saturdays, and a certain amount 
of progress has been made. However, it 
is urgently necessary that a greater num- 
ber should engage in this work, 

A general meeting of the A.C.D. Group 
was held recently at Cranbrook for the 
Purpose of reviewing the work done, and 
to encourage other members to proceed 
with this important and fascinating phase 
of the study. At this meeting detailed plans 
for a forthcoming special meeting were 
discussed and arranged. 

About January 15, 1946 a special meeting 
will be held at Cranbrook, to which repre- 
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sentatives of a number of civic groups will 
be invited. It is expected that such a meet- 
ing will produce helpful and fruitful dis- 
cussion, 

In order to make such a meeting effec- 
tive, and productive of the best results, it is 
essential that considerably more work be 
done by our members to advance the 
studies by that time, 

Although recognizing all the difficulties 
and handicaps which the present situation 
of the architects imposes, we urgently re- 
quest that you arrange a program which 
will permit you to devote some of your 
time to this work. It is an opportunity 
which may never come again, to prepare 
ourselves for a field in which the architect 
will exercise an important function. 


Alfred J. Seeler 

Alfred Julius Seeler, architect, 70, died 
at his home, 200 N, Kenwood, Royal Oak, 
Mich., on Nov. 20. 

Born in Germany, July 11, 1875, he was 
educated in German technical universities, 
following which he began his architectural 
practice there in 1893. He came to America 
in 1902, later locating in Detroit, where he 
became registered to practice in 1916. He 
maintained his practice here until 1935, 
when ill health forced him to retire. He 
had specialized in the field of theatres. 

His wife, Cecelia, and three sons, Rich- 
ard H., Frank J., and Alfred J. Jr., of the 
AAF, survive, 

Mr. Seeler had been a member of the 
Michigan Society of Architects, 
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The Wardell-Sheraton Hotel (kitchen 
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places in Detroit using Gas for cooking. 
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STATE BUILDING PROGRAM 


By A. N. LANGIUS, Director 


Buildings and Construction Division, Michigan State Administrative Board 


T THE PRESENT TIME the State has $20 million available for its building program. 


While this is only a 


small part of the total required program, it represents the total building appropriations of the last two Legis- 


latures. 


When Governor Kelly was elected in 1943, his first order to us was for an inventory of the State’s facilities. 
Until that time we had no adequate conception of the size or condition of our ph sical plant, how it was being 


used, or the age, facilities, and capacities 
of most of the buildings. This inventory, 
completed after many months of work, 
revealed that the State owned some 1,200 
buildings with a physical worth of nearly 
a half billion dollars. In addition to these 
facts the inventory produced a great deal 
more. It showed a serious deficiency in 
physical facilities, focused attention on 
many fire hazards in State institutions, and 
revealed a need for about $60 million of 
new construction of which one million 
dollars would be required for planning. 


As a result, the Legislature appropriated 
$10 million toward the preparation and de- 
velopment of the required State building 
program. The State Administrative Board 
immediately appointed architects and en- 
gineers and we began the development of 
site studies and plans for a $60 million 
program. At present we have 35 firms 
working on plans for State projects. 


After the architects began the preparation 
of plans, it became apparent that $60 mil- 
lion program was inadequate. The original 
building program was based on 1940 costs 
but by 1945 we realized that the original 
program must be increased to approximate- 
ly $83 million because of higher construc- 
tion costs. The addition of items that many 
of our institutions required for the proper 


| GIBR ALTAR 


48 State Fair Avenue West 
Telephone TOwnsend 8-0045 


equipment of buildinggs raised the total 
cost of our program to nearly $131 million. 

Our building and maintenance program 
has not been adequate. The $20 million 
now available will not do the job required 
for the State, because of the fact that, 
while the State has increased 40 per cent 
in population from 1923-1944, our average 
construction from 1933-1944 was 64 per 
cent below the average of the previous 
ten year period. 

Of the $20 million now available, about 
$8 million are for the elimination of fire 
hazards and urgent repairs and main- 
tenance. We have $1.5 million for fire- 
proof stairways, doors, and fire escapes; 
$850,000 for additional water supplies; $375,- 
000 for the replacement of defective wiring; 
$5,000,000 for general repairs and main- 
tenance; $2,400,000 for repairs to roofs; 
$1,500,000 for mechanical repairs; and $500,- 
000 for improvements to sewage disposal 
systems and water supplies. There re- 
main, then, only $11,000,000 for new struc- 
tures, 

First on the list of needed structures is 
the Michigan Veterans’ Facility for which 
$1,200,000 has been appropriated to increase 
capacity to accommodate an additional 500 
veterans. New hospital structures are bad- 


GIBRALTAR ALL PURPOSE CONCRETE 
“The all-purpose ready mixed dry concrete" —a scientifically prepared mixture of dehydrated sand 
and gravel with cement to obtain the maximum strength. 
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, FLOORS INC. 


Detroit, Mich. 
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ly needed. The $3,187,000 allocated for 
mental hospitals will provide only 1,000 
beds, whereas the State Hospital Commis- 
sion predicts the need to be for 10,000 beds 
in Michigan. 

The balance of the appropriation $5,333,- 
000, goes to State educational institutions. 
This sum will give each institution one 
facility. That facility is not going to be 
auditoriums or gymnasiums, but badly 
needed classroom space. The extent of 
present educational building needs is in- 
dicated by the fact that, in the last 10 
years the population of the ten State edu- 
cational institutions has increased 60 per- 
cent while the State during this period has 
spent less than $1 million for buildings 
at these institutions. 


HUBERT W. VanDONGEN, recently dis- 
charged from the Navy, has opened offices 
for the practice of architecture at 218 Fi- 
delity building, St. Joseph, Mich. Before 
entering the service he had been employed 
concerns in Michigan Florida and Panama 
City. He spent 20 month in the Pacific 
Theatre of War. He graduated from the 
University of Michigan, and he also at- 
tended Armour Institute of Technology. 
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Comments On T emporary 
(Editor’s Note: The follow 
actions by the author) from 


MBER 18, 1945 aie 


~~ Nambani 


War Housing In Detroit 


ing article by Chas, B. McGrew, AIA, is reprinted (with some modifi- 


the Eight Annual Report of the 


Detroit Housing Commission, ) 


Te 5,245 dwelling units of temporary emergency war housing built in Detroit may be classified according to 


the type of construction, as follows: 
site-fabricated in the Traditional manner. 


(3) 


the classification only 


1. Prefabricated. Five hundred seventy- 
four prefabricated mobile (trailer type) 
units, wholly manufactured by mass pro- 
duction line methods and almost entirely 
shop-assembled, have been trucked from 
the plants to Detroit sites and erected on 
wood post foundations. 

These houses have a wood frame with 
exteriors finished with composition board, 
wood roof sheathing, interior walls and 
ceilings of composition wall board, linoleum 
floors, oil-burning space heaters and 
kitchen ranges, ice refrigerators, and three- 
fixture (closet, lavatory and shower) bath- 
rooms. All were shop painted throughout, 
The average per-dwelling unit costs erected 
Was approximately $2,445.00, utilities and 
other site improvements not included. 

The principal advantages of this type are 
mobility and rapidity of erection. Shop 
fabrication can be carried on simultaneous- 

-ly with site work and as the latter is fin- 
ished, the Practically completed house ean 
be delivered, erected and utility connections 
completed within a few days. Their speed 
of completion was demonstrated by a 
285-unit addition to Robert Brooks Homes 
which was ready for occupancy within 40 
days after start of work at the site. We 
have not dismantled, moved and re-erected 
one of these homes, but it is not believed 
that this would be a difficult or costly 
operation. 

We have had considerable trouble with 
these buildings. About 200 units have had 
extensive roof repairs and 137 others have 
been completely re-roofed: the exterior 
composition board becomes Wavy and large 
“blisters” develop which concerns tenants 
and invites further damage by children 
and vandals; the interior wall board has a 
tendency to shrink, buckle and become 
wavy; etc. Consequnetly the cost of main- 
tenance has made this type by far the most 
costly to operate. 


(1) Prefabricated, 


2. Partially Prefabricated or Paneliz Jy 
units, numbering 2,328 have been erected in 
Detroit. The size of the shop-produced sec- 
tions varies with the manufacturer, as do 
the materials and the technique of assem- 
bly. 

These houses have been quite satisfactory. 
They have wood frames covered on the 
outside with exterior-type plywood ur 
wood siding, interior walls and ceilings of 
composition or gypsum wall board, plywood 
or strip pre-finished wood floors with or 
without wood sub-floors, flat built-up or 
pitched asphalt-shingled roofs, coal-fired 
space heaters, coal or gas-fired kitchen 
ranges, ice refrigerators, and three-fixture 
baths, The average cost per dwelling unit, 
utilities and other site improvements not 
included, is approximately $2,403.00. 

Maintenance difficulties have also been 
experienced with these Partially prefabri- 
cated units. The asbestos-cement board 
aprons used on some projects to close the 
opening around the building between the 
floor construction and the grade are too 
easily broken and extensive replacement at 
considerable cost has been necessary, 
(Piping freezes unless the space under the 
buildings is effectively enclosed.) Interior 
composition board walls and ceilings buckle 
and warp considerably, necessitating fre- 
quent and extensive repair 

For various reasons, delivery of com- 
pleted units of this classification was not 
as rapid as anticipated, Delays resulted be- 
cause the larger prefabricated sections were 
quite difficult to handle and distribute 
around muddy sites, certain prefabricated 
sections were not delivered in such se 
quence that the assembly of the buildings 
could be promptly completed as the con- 
struction crews moved down the site, and 
other reasons peculiar to this type cf fab- 
rication. Such delays were not so serious 


(2) Partially Prefabricated, or Panelized, and 
Each embodies some shop fabrication and some site fabrication, 
indicating the degree of each. Consideration as to their relative merits involves the factors 
of speed in construction, economy of materials, cost of maintenance and facility of removal. 


on the traditionally-built projects where 
only the handling, distribution and erection 
of unassembled framing lumber and other 
small items was involved. It is not be- 
lieved that partially prefabricated dwell- 
ings were erected here more quickly on 
the average than similar traditionally- 
constructed buildings. 

Our experience indicated that the ad- 
vantages of this mixture of factory and 
field fabrication about balanced the dis- 
advantages on the projects built in Detroit, 

3. Traditionally-constructed houses, total- 
ing 2,187, have been erected here. 

Specifications: Wood wall and roof 
framing; exteriors, gypsum board or 2” 
cement-asbestos finished insulating sheath- 
ing; roofs, pitched and covered with asphalt 
roll roofing; interior walls and ceilings, 
gypsum board; coal-fired space heaters; 
coal or gas-fired kitchen ranges; ice refri- 
gerators; and the standard three-fixture 
bathroom, The average per dwelling unit 
cost, without utilities and site improve- 
ments, was approximately $2,223.00. 

As the contractors usually elected to do 
some of the grading, road construction, 
utility installation and certain other site 
improvement work before making a real 
start on the house construction, extra 
speedy delivery of completed ready-to-oc- 
cupy homes was not anticipated. Delivery 
was, however, about as expected. 

These dwellings have been generally very 
satisfactory except for the exterior gypsum 
siding. The outside paper covering comes 
loose from the gypsum during winter and 
damp weather and hangs sloppily to the 
wall, Children have created some damage 
by ripping off this loose Paper, thus ex- 
posing spots of bare gypsum, which cannot 
ke successfully spot painted. Repainting 


the entire building appears to be the only 
(See WAR HOUSING—PAGE 3) 
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THERE (SNI ALWAVS ROOM 
FOR ONE MORE-— 


Poor Albert is taking a beating during this holiday 
shopping season. His wife doesn’t realize that his 
carrying capacity is already “overloaded.” In fact, 
Albert is about to “blow a fuse.” Similarly, one more 
electrical appliance on an overloaded circuit will blow 
a fuse if your wiring is inadequate. Making sure that 
your home wiring is up-to-date is your assurance of 
being able to use the electrical appliances you want 
in your home when you want to use them—where you 
want to use them. It means haying your home furnish- 
ings arranged to suit your taste, with outlets always 
convenient. Adequate wiring means that you will be 
able to use all the new electrical appliances you'll want 


in your home. 


DECEMBER 18, 1945 


This is one of a series of advertisements 
prepared in cooperation with the Elec- 
trical Association of Detroit in the in- 
terest of insuring adequate wiring for 
every home in this area. Any house 
wired today should have enough proper- 
ly spaced convenience outlets, enough 
circuits and large enough wire sizes for 
tomorrow’s electrical living. It should 
accommodate the new frozen-food cabi- 
nets, electric ranges, automatic laundries, 
electric dishwashers and many other 
electrical appliances that will make living 
pleasanter and easier. When you build 
or remodel, be sure your home “measures 
up” in this important respect. 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECIS 


REPRESENTATIVES, INTERPROFES- 
SIONAL COUNCIL 
Clair W. Ditchy, Owen A. Luckenbach, 
Talmadge C. Hughes. 
REPRESENTATIVES, APELSCOR 
Emil Lorch, George M. McConkey, 
Andrew R. Morison, Paul R. Sewell 
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
FOR FELLOWSHIP 
Malcolm R. Stirton, Eberle M. Smith. 


CLAIR W. DITCHY, F.A.LA was the prin- 
cipal speaker at the Friday morning ses- 
sion of the Ninth Annual Meeting of the 
Michigan Association of Public Schools 
Business Officials. The meeting took place 
at Dearborn Inn, Dearborn, Michigan on 
December 6, 7, and 8. 

Ditchy’s address was on the subject of 
“Trends in School Building Construction” 
and touched upon modern tendencies in 
planning as well as current developments 
in new materials and equipment. He stated 
that there were no “miracles” materials 
to solve the problem of mounting costs 
and that most improvements would be re- 
finements in present materials and equip- 
ment. 

Among the architects who attended the 
session were Eberle Smith, Louis P. King- 
scott, Carl Jensen and Paul Kasurin. 
State Board of Registration 

The Michigan State Board of Registration 
for Architects, Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors announces the next exam 
ination for Architects, Professional Engin- 
eers and Land Surveyors will be given at 


the University of Detroit, Michigan State 
College and Michigan College of Mining 
on January 3rd, 4th and 5th, 

The subject of the Design Problem for 
the Architectural Examination will be “A 
Memorial Recreation Center for a Small 
Community.” 

Application blanks and full information 
may be obtained by writing to the office 


of the Board, 307 Transportation Bldg., 
Detroit (26). 
EDWARD A. SCHILLING, A. 1. A. is 


confined to Harper Hospital, following a 
major operation. While he is progressing 
satisfactorily, and expects to be discharged 
in about another week, he would be glad 
to see his friends, during visiting hours. 


WANTED 


Experienced Architectural 


Draftsmen, Good Working 
Conditions, Good Salaries 


ALDEN B. DOW 
Post. St., Midland, Mich. 


DAY and EVENING 
COURSES 


in 
ENGINEERING and 
CHEMISTRY 
Spring Courses Start 
February 4 
DETROIT INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY 


303 Downtown Y.M.C.A. 
Bidag., Detroit 


PARKER R 


sulation Co., has the following to say: 

“The United States Bureau of Standards 
tests show, that insulation should be in- 
stalled below the ventilated area. 


“I notice that many architects specifi- 
cations indicate 1” of rigid insulation in 
the built up roof deck, and then several 
stack louvres to be installed, thereby al- 
lowing the free flow of outside air under- 
neath, thus nullifying its efficiency. 


“In my estimation, sufficient thickness 
of loose type insulation, installed on the 
suspended ceiling, would be more effi- 
cient in reducing heat loss in winter and 
maintaining a lower temperature in sum- 
mer at a lower cost, and still avoiding any 
possibility of condensation.” 


Bonderizing is already famous for 
assuring positive adhesion for paint 
inishes on all types of sheet metal 
building equipment Provides 
effective protection for steel sash, 
electrical, air conditioning and 
heating units. 


T PROOF COMPANY 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


VI. 1 $300 


Structural Steel Fabricators and Erectors 


also Welded Steel Products 


WHITEHEAD & KALES 


DETROIT 
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War Housing—Con't. from Page 1 
way to satisfactorily restore its appearance 
but this is too expensive an operation to 
repeat frequently. During the summer this 
loose paper dries out taut and smooth 
and one would never know that it had been 
loose. 


Comments relative to the maintenance of 
cement-asbestos skirtings SAREES pipes 
under (2) above are applicableé’also to tra- 
ditionally-built houses, Lk 

We have had little experience with the 
cement-asbestos insulating sheathing as 
the projects where it has been used to have 
just been recently completed. It takes 
paint well on the inside sand insulates ef 
fectively but the pieces adjacent to space 
heaters have warped and cracked badly. 

Of particular interest is Project Mich- 
20188, composed of partially prefabricated 
demountable buildings, which were origin- 
ally erected (but never occupied) near 
LaPorte, Indiana. One hundred fifty-six 
units were dismantled, trucked to Detroit 
and re-erected. In the writer's opinion, 
these may prove to be the most service- 
able of our temporary war houses. 

These buildings have wood frames on 
cinder-block piers, exteriors of exterior- 
type plywood, pitched asphalt-shingled 
roofs, interior walls and ceilings of stained 
and waxed plywood, strip pre-finished 
wood floors, coal-fired space heaters or 
forced warm-air furnaces, gas-fired kitchen 
ranges, ice refrigerators and three fixture 
baths. The rooms are large, well-lighted 
and serviceably finished. Their original 
cost is not known, but it appears that 
$2,700.00 is a reasonable estimate. The 
cost of taking them down, transportation to 
Detroit, re-erection and a complete one- 
coat exterior paint job, was approximately 
$1,508.00. This indicates the value of de- 
mountable design, 

All projects with the exception of one, 
are built on leased sites which are to re- 
vert to their pre-war vacant status after 
the termination of the lease, 

It is believed that the quality of Detroit's 
emergency war housing is appropriate for 
its anticipated life-expectancy, Had it been 
better built, maintenance would have been 
less and the-period of its usefulness would 
have been lengthened. However, this could 
not have been accomplished without using 
critical materials in greater quantities than 
were available. 

Restrictions on materials imposed by the 
war necessitated frequent experimenta- 
tion. Materials’ with long and successful 
experience records for many purposes 
were pressed into services for which they 


STANDARD COTTON 
INSULATION 
© Moisture Proof 
© Best at Lowest Cost 
© Greater Heat Resistance 
® Vermin Proof 
Tests Prove Greater Efficiency of Cotton 


Warren Fibre Products Co. 


14290 Meyers Road Detroit 27, Michigan 
Telephone HOgarth 5675 
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were surely never intended, and in these 
cases they did not do so well. The new 
materials, so glamorously publicized for 
postwar building, were not extensively 
used. In the few cases where they were 
tried, the results were discouraging. 
Occasionally articles appear about the 
war housing program being a great labor- 
atory in which new materials, new con- 
struction techniques and advanced ideas 
for the postwar house have been created 
for the new postwar way of life. As a mat- 
ter of fact, Detroit’s war housing has only 
confirmed opinions concerning materials 
and techniques long held by the local 
building fraternity, Its contribution to the 
technical knowledge of the experienced 
architect adds up to just about nothing. 


Detroit Chapter A.I.A. 
Committees for 1945-1946 
(The first named member is Chairman.) 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
MEMBERSHIP (Incl. Activities with 
Students Chapters) 
Talmadge C. Hughes, Carl B. Marr, 
Eugene Mitton, Julian R, Cowin, 
PRACTICE (Incl. Activities with State 
Registration & Schedule of Charges) 
Henry F. Stanton, Thomas H, Hew 
lett, Lyle S. Cole, Paul R. Sewell. 
RELATIONS WITH CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY 
George F. Diehl, Charles N, Agree, 
George K. Scrymgeour, John C. 
Thornton, 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Aloys F. Herman, Joseph W, Lein- 
weber, H. Augustus O’Dell, Arthur K. 
Hyde. 
EDUCATION (Also counselors to Engin- 
eering Society of Detroit) 
Earl W. Pellerin, Roger Bailéy, George 
Brigham, 
PUBLIC INFORMATION 


[PLASTI-GUA E; 


Plasti-Glaze the Post 


War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify, 
Made trom bodied 
oils and special pig- 
ments. Weatherom- 
eter fests prove that 
Plasti-- Glaze when 


properly applied and 
maintained will last as 
long as the sash. Dries 
rubbery hard, not rock 
hard, easy to apply, 
easy to remove. 


For long life, weather and air-tight glazing use 
America's Leading Glazing Compound Plasti- 


Glaze. 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. mG. 


DETHOIT s+- CHICAGO +++ JERSEN city 


Talmadge C. Hughes, Suren Pilafian, 
Ralph W. Hammett. 

ALLIED ARTS 
Robert F, Swanson, Owen A. Lucken- 
bach, Harry G. Muehlman. 

CIVIC DESIGN 
Jean Hebrard 
Roland A. Wank, 
Leslie M. Lowrey. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


UNIFICATION 
Kenneth C. Black, William E, Kapp, 
John C. Thornton, 

ARCHITECTURAL CLINIC AT U. of M. 
George B, Brigham. 

LIASON OFFICERS, PRODUCERS’ 

COUNCIL 
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Alvin E, Harley. 
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Wells I. Bennett, Talmadge C. Hughes, 
Peter R. Rossello, 

REPRESENTATIVES, CONSTRUCTION 

INDUSTRY COUNCIL 
Clarence E, Day, H. Augustus O'Dell. 


Buford L. Pickens, 
Eliel Saarinen, 


GLASS BLOCK FOR 
YOUR PLANT—NOW! 


Critical materials are not re- 


quired to erect glass block 


panels in that new plant addi- 
tion—or in replacing Wornout 
sash in existing buildings. Get 
Insulux Glass Block at pre-war 


prices—without delay, 


CADILLAC GLASS CO. 
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DETROIT’S BEST HOTELS 


Insist on Gas for 


Speedy, Fine Cooking 


The Wardell-Sheraton Hotel (kitchen 
pictured at left), is just one of the many 
places in Detroit using Gas for cooking. 
Always dependable, fast and economical, 
Gas is the ideal fuel to make fine, 


precision cooking easier, speedier, better! 


MICHIGAN CONSOLIDATED 
GAS COMPANY 
415 Clifford . CHerry 3500 
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“THE DANGERS OF FEDERAL SUBSIDY 


AS OUTLINED BY THOMAS S. HOLDEN 


ITIES SHOULD solve their own problems in the coming postwar construction program, Thomas S, Holden, 

president of F, W. Dodge Corporation, told a meeting of the Economic Club in Detroit’s Book-Cadillac Hotel, 

on Dec. 10. Seated at the speakers’ table, at the invitation of Allen B. Crow, Club president, were representa- 
tives of the architectural profession and other elements of the building industry. 


Holden assailed the Wagner-Ellender-Taft General Housing Bill pendin, 


local governments to barter their inde- 
pendence for Federal largesse.” 

“There is a likelihood,” he declared, 
“that Federal subsidies will tend to peg 
depressed realty at artificially high prices 
and make urban re-development more 
costly than it should be.” 

He asserted that because of the war, 
New York’s and Michigan's re-develop- 
ment laws have not had a fair test. He 
added that they “are not likely to function 
at their best until we reach a fairly sta- 
bilized postwar level of rents, land values 
and construction costs.” 

“Urban re-development has got to be 
worked out as a long-range program,” he 
asserted. “There is ab- 
solutely no need for 
rushing through a Fed- 
eral subsidy program on 
any ground of immediate 
urgency. There is ample 
time to give state laws 
an opportunity to func- 
tion in a favorable eco- 
nomic climate.” 

The speaker called up- 
on Detroit business and 
industry to take the in- 
itiative, if they want 
slum clearance problems solved upon the 
basis of free enterprise. 

“I think a system whereby the Federal 
Government bribes the local government 
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Holden 


SEASON’S 
GREETINGS 


GIBRALTAR i FLOORS INC. 


Detroit, Mich. 


to do what it patently should do in its 
own interest,” he declared, “is unlikely to 
produce practical and economical plans 
and quite likely to produce abuses and 
extravagances. 

“The construction industry probably is 
going to build more in the next 10 years 
than in any previous decade. Besides 
private building, there necessarily must 
be a large amount of public construction.” 

“I believe the country will be most 
satisfactorily served if its many public 
improvement projects are carried out ac- 
cording to normal, pre-depression patterns 
of Federal, state and local responsibility.” 


Rollinson in New Location 

James W. Rollinson, manufacturers’ 
Representative, announces the removal of 
his offices to 1020 Hammond Building, De- 
troit 26. The new telephone number is 
RAndolph 0936. Rollinson, who had an 
architectural training, has been in business 
for himself, as manufacturers’ represent- 
ative, for the past 28 years. He has been 
calling on architects since 1910. The lines 
and companies he represents covers the 
field of aluminum windows, hollow metal 
doors, terra cotta, stone, granite, orna- 
mental iron ,ete. 


AND 


48 State Fair Avenue West 


Telephone TOwnsend 8-0045 


BEST WISHES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


g in the Senate as “another offer to 
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A. W. Esslinger 

A. William Esslinger, A.LA., president of 
Esslinger-Misch Co., of Detroit, died sud- 
denly of a heart attack, at his home, in 
Royal Oak, on Dee. 18. 

Mr. Esslinger was born in Frankfort, 
Ill., Feb. 4, 1888. He attended school in 
Milwaukee and Chicago, 
and later studied at Chi- 
cago’s Art Institute. The 
family moved to Switz- 
erland and he continued 
his studies at Burgdorf 
College, Winterture Col- 
lege and the University 
of Zurich, He subse- 
quently traveled and 
studied in France, Ger- 
many and Italy, and 
worked in European 
architects’ offices, 

On returning to the United States in 
1913, he became employed in the office of 
W.E.N. Hunter, architect, which connec- 
tion was interrupted by his service in 
World War I. Upon his discharge he be- 
came a junior partner in the firm of W.E. 
N, Hunter Co. 

In 1926 he became associated with The 
Otto Misch Co., general builders. The firm 
was reorganized under the name of The 
Esslinger-Misch Co. 


NENENG NENG MERE OEP 


Esslinger 


A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 


Telephone TOwnsend 8-0044 


BULLETIN 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


O. W. BURKE CO. 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
FISHER BUILDING 
MAdison 0810 Detroit, Mich. 


UNiversity 2-3413 


DARIN and ARMSTRONG 


Incorporated 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
2041 FENKELL AVENUE DETROIT 


Glanz & Killian Co. 


Contractors 
PLUMBING — HEATING — VENTILATING 
FIRE PROTECTION SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 
1761 West Forest Avenue TEmple 1-7820 


Marsh Wall Products, Inc. 


EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF DECORATIVE 


6132 Cass Avenue Detroit 2, Michigan 


MAdison 6300 


Punch & Judy Theatre 
Kercheval at Fisher Road Ni. 3898 


TUES.-WED.-THURS. DEC. 25-26-27 
Anne Baxter - Ralph Bellamy 
"GUEST IN THE HOUSE" 
FRIDAY-SATURDAY DEC. 28-29 
Virginia Bruce - Victor McLaglen 
“LOVE, HONOR AND GOODBYE" 


Murray W. Sales& Co. 


Wholesale 
Plumbing and Heating Supplies 


Flint — DETROIT — Pontiac 
801 W. Baltimore MA. 4200 


HANLEY COMPANY 
E. F. Zerga, Mgr, 
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Air 
Compressors 
Portable 
For Rent 


60 to 500 cu. ft.—By Day, Week or Month 
All Accessories Furnished 


W. H. ANDERSON CO, INC. 


Detroit, Michigan 


Detroit 27, Mich. 
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INC. 


H. H. Dickinson Co. 
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Armored Concrete Curbing 
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Koenig Coal & Supply Co. 


Certified Concrete 
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FREDERIC B. STEVENS, INC. 
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ANTI-HYDRO—For Hardening and Waterproofing 


oncrete 
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Happy New Year 
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plete reports from thirty-four other cities 
show approxingately $3,000,000 of con- 
struction in the same category . 

An important factor in determining the 
volume of local public works construction 
which could be started immediately is the 
amount of funds now on hand for con- 
struction. 

Two surveys of cities submitting over 
50% of the applications on file with the 
Planning Commission show few cities with 
reserves of any amount earmarked for 
construction. Very little financial plan- 
ning was reported for projects to be fi- 
nanced by general obligation, special as- 
sessment, or revenue bonds and any esti- 
mate as to the amount of construction to 
be financed by bond issues during the 
next year would be pure guesswork. 

Over $30,000,000 was reported as avail- 
able and earmarked for construction with 
the major portion reported by Detroit. 

The construction program as reported 
which could be started immediately if 
entirely dependent on local financing is 
hegligible in total except in Detroit, Lans- 
ing, and Kalamazoo and could not cope 
with an unemployment problem of more 
than a few months duration. A majority 
of the smaller non-fifteen mill cities have 
reserves and bonding ability to finance 
an expanded construction program for 
perhaps a year. In general, the fifteen- 
mill cities report they are entirely de- 
pendent on bond issues and have very few 
projects for which a contract could be let 
immediately. 

To summarize, plans and specifications 
will be ready by Jan, 1, 1946 for approxi- 
mately $100,000,000 of construction, and 
possibly $30,000,000 of construction could 
be financed locally from reserves. The 
volume of local public construction im- 
mediately ahead in Michigan can not be 
estimated until local officials have in- 
formaton regarding future constructicn 
costs, the availability of materials and 
skilled labor, the need for en expanded 
public works program, and have some in- 
dication from Congress of policy regarding 
federal aid for local constructicn. 


College Professional Training 
In Architecture 
From ARCHITECTURE. 
A PROFESSION AND A CAREER. 
Published by 
The American Institute of Architects 
WELLS I. BENNETT, A.LA. 

President, Association of Collegiate Schools 
of Architecture, Dean, College of Archi- 

tecture, University of Michigan. (Ed.) 

Preparation for a career in architecture 
today almost invariably includes training 
in an architectural school. A little less 
than eighty years ago the first school of 
architecture was established in the United 
States, and others soon followed. For a 
considerable period thereafter the young 
man proposing to take up architecture as 
a profession made a choice as to whether 
he would attend an architectural school or 
enter a well established office, usually as 
office boy, for an apprenticeship of several 
vears under the architect of his choice. 
During the last few decades, however, the 
curriculm of the recognized architectural 


school has been the generally accepted 
approach to the profession. 

The architectural school endeavors to 
instruct the student in the principles of 


his profession. Leaving experience and 
specialization to the post-college years, it 
reflects nevertheless quite accurately cer- 
tain characteristics of modern architectural 
practice. The demands made upon the 
architect today are immensely greater than 
those of even fifty years ago. Rapid in- 
dustrialization and urbanization of the 
country, expressed architecturally in new 
types of buildings, new forms in plan or- 
ganization, and changing techniques of 
building, have increased the responsibility 
of the architect. 

While the architect has alway been held 
accountable for public health and safety 
as regards building, he is also increasingly 
responsible in a business sense. Whether 
the client is an individual, a school board, 
a corporation, or a government agency, 
there is a definite insistence on economic 
value in any building project. Modern 
practice calls for both an intensification and 
a broadening of architectural education. 


To be worth his salt, the young man 
entering an office after college must offer 
his employer facility in handling the tools 
of a workman in the architectural pro- 
fession. These tools are: 


Draftsmanship—That is, the ability to 
express three-dimensional ideas by 
means of working drawings, presenta- 
tion drawings, and models. 

Knowledge of modern construction—In 
order to make intelligible drawings, a 
working knowledge of the basic princi- 
ples and procedures in wood, steel, and 
reinforced concrete as essential. 
Acquaintance with materials—To the 
old-time building materials used tradi- 
tionally, modern invention and technol- 
ogy have added new materials and mod- 
ified techniques. The young man must 
know something of them. 


Architectural design—There must be a 
knowledge of architectural design as plan 
and space use. 

Training in handling the tools just men- 
tioned, while time-consuming and exacting, 
is the easiest part of architectural educa- 
tion. More novices can obtain passable or 
even superior skill as drafsmen, than can 
finally measure up to the full status of 
architect. What one does with good drafts- 
manship, formulae for steel and concrete, 
principles of design, and modern materials 
proves the professional worth of the man. 
Facility suffices for a draftsman; but cre- 
ative and organizational ability, together 
with professional integrity, are required 
of the architect. 

The architectural schools have in com- 
mon a pattern of training. This features 
particularly two aspects of architecture— 
design and construction. 

The study of architectural design, be- 
ginning with varying approaches as to what 
constitute its elements, goes on to simple 
planning. This training in, and conscious- 
ness of, architecture as three-dimensional 
organization of space, proceeds through 
the college years to the consideration of 


rather complex plan organization. It may 
finally extend to city planning. 
Mathematics, physics, and mechanics 
lead to structural design, the study of prop- 
erties of materials, and the general con- 


Our 
professional schools increasingly feature 
the integration of space-planning and the 
structure that encloses space. Structure 
itself, employing wood, steel, reinforced 
concrete, glass, and many other materials, 
is the means by which space-planning and 
desired aesthetic effect are realized in 
forms which yield security and comfort. 

In training there is some inclination to 
consider the difference in temperament 
that may occur among architectural stu- 
dents. Certain men with a keen aesthetic 
sense are natural space-planners; others 
with a bent for mathematics and science 
are at home in structural design. To 
allow for this variation in talent, several 
schools offer the student a choice as to 
whether he will major in space-planning 
or in construction. This range of interest 
is readily accommodated within the broad 
field and inclusive requirements of modern 
architecture. 

The curricula of recognized schools of 
architecture vary in length from four to 
five years for the bachelor’s degree, and 
certain schools feature graduate work 
leading to the master’s degree. Part of 
this difference in time required may de- 
pend on the amount of professional training, 
but it is more likely to vary according 
to the importance given to general edu- 
cation, 


sideration of mechanical equipment. 


Inclusion of the requirement of some 
general college education reflects a con- 
viction that the architect must be pre- 
pared to take an active and intelligent part 
in the affairs of the world today. From 
this viewpoint history, the social and eco- 
nomic organization of society, and modern 
science are important. There is an in- 
creasing belief that at least a measure 
of general college education should para- 
llel or precede the technical training, and 
that as a result the analysis and solution 
even of design projects in the architectural 
school itself will be more sound and more 
broadly creative. 

Several architectural schools give con- 
siderable attention to office practice and 
business methods and include the field 
of specification writing, whereas other edu- 
cators feel that it is not the function of the 
school to attempt what can better be learn- 
ed through actual experience in the office 
or on the job. Probably something of the 
office viewpoint can profitably be incul- 
cated during student days, so as to ease 
the transition from college instruction to 
office practice. 


The schools, individually and as a group 
through the Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Architecture, endeavor to pro- 
vide the initial training which, after col- 
lege, will be applied and continued in the 
eerly years of office experience. Even the 
mature practitioner continues his educa- 
tion as a matter of course, through keep- 
ing abreast of new problems, so long as he 
follows the practice of architecture. 
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The Roof Is All-Important 


Emil Lorch, F.A.LA., believes this dis- 
course on roofs to be of significance in the 
design of buildings—Ed. 

Ruskin has a fine passage on roofs in his 
“Lectures on Architecture and Painting,” . . . 

“I am sure that all of you must readily 
acknowledge the charm which is imparted to 
any landscape by the presence of cottages; 
and you must over and over again have 
paused at the wicket-gate of some cottage 
arden, delighted by the simple beauty of 
He honeysuckle porch and latticed window. 
Has it ever.occurred to you to ask the ques- 
tion, what effect the cottage would have upon 
your feelings if it had no roof? no visible 
roof, I mean;—if instead of the thatched 
slope, in which the little upper windows are 
buried deep, as in a nest of straw —or the 
rough shelter of its mountain shales — or warm 
colouring of russet tiles — there were nothin; 
but a flat leaden top to it, making it look 
like a large packing-case with windows in 
it? I don't think the rarity of such a sight 
would make you feel it to be beautiful; on 
the contrary, if you think over the matter 
you will find that you actually do owe, and 
ought to owe, a great part of your pleasure 
in all cottage scenery, and in all the inex- 
haustible imagery of literature which is 
founded upon it, to the conspicuousness of 
the cottage roof — to the subordination of the 
cottage itself to its covering, which leaves, 
in nine cases out of ten, really more roof than 
anything else. It is, indeed, not so much the 
white-washed walls, nor the flowery garden, 
nor the rude fragments of stones set for steps 
at the door, nor any other picturesqueness 
of the building which interests you, so much 
as the grey bank of its h eaves, deep- 
cushioned with green moss and golden stone- 
crop. And there is a profound, yet evident, 
reason for this feeling. The very soul of the 
cottage — the essence and meaning of it —are 
in its roof; it is that, mainly, wherein con- 
sists its shelter; that, wherein it differs most 
completely from a cleft in rocks or bower 
in woods. . . . Consider the difference, in 
sound, of the expressions beneath my roof 
and within my walls, — consider whether you 
would be best sheltered, in a shed, with a 
stout roof sustained on corner posts, or in 
an inclosure of four walls without a roof 
at all,—and you will quickly see how im- 
portant a part of the cottage the roof must 
always be to the mind as well as to the eye, 
and how, from seeing it, the greatest part 
of our pleasure must continually arise . . .” 

The English people, again, have a feeling 
inborn that confirms the views expressed by 
Ruskin, for they never stop in the streets 
to admire a tall house whose coverlid can- 
not be seen; nor do they ever praise any pub- 
lic building which, like the British Museum, 
brings into our cold and rainy climate the 
hidden roof and the porticoed architecture 
that belong to a land where the sun rules in 
a genial manner. When there is a good roof, 
lain fot everybody to see, evident provision 
fias been made for the many wet dave, but 
when the roof is hidden from sight, an Eng- 
lish house looks dismal and discouraging. 
like a person defying the rain or snow with- 
out an umbrella. — From “Old England, Her 
Story Mirrored in Her Scenes.” Text by W. 
Shaw Sparrow, pictures by James Orrock, 
R. I. (New York: James Potts, 1908). 
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C, W. Palmer Is Back 

C. William Palmer, A.LA., past president 
of the Detroit Chapter, A.LA., and of the 
Michigan Society of Architects, has re- 
turned to civilian life, and his home at 
1039 Seminole Ave., Detroit. Bill was a 
lieutenant commander in the Seabees, and 
was lately in the Pacific Theatre of War. 
His wife, Nina went to California to meet 
him, bringing back news of architects on 
the way. She visited with Joe Bernard, 
of New Orleans, and with the Kenneth 
Bells at Tucson, Ariz. Bill’s many friends 
will be pleased to know that he is back 
in circulation again, and things archi- 
tectural should take on new life. 


Walter Thulin Returns 

Walter Thulin, A.I.A. has received his 
discharge from the Navy, as lieutenant 
commander and is back at his former con- 
nection, the Celorex Corporation, 735 Pen- 
obscot Building, Detroit. Walter, a grad- 
uate of the University of Michigan in 1927, 
is architectural representative for the Celo- 
tex Co. 


Municipal Construction 
By Don C. Weeks, Director 
Michigan Planning Commission 


The primary objective of the $5,000,000 
appropriated by the 1944 special session of 
the legislature to pay 50% of the cost of 
planning local public works was to stimu- 
late the preparation of completed plans 
should widespread unemployment de- 
velop. The amount of construction which 
can be under way at any one time is de- 
pendent on completed plans, finances, ma- 
terials, equipment and labor. The state’s 
planning aid program has accomplished its 
primary objective of providing the first 
of these items completed plans. 

With few exceptions local units of gov- 
ernment in Michigan have a sufficient 


volume of completed plans to provide a 


construction program able for a few months 
to serve the function of public works in 
meeting any foreseeable unemployment, 
provided that finances, materials and con- 
struction equipment were available. This 
has been accomplished by public works 
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officials despite the shortage of the pro- 
fessional and skilled personne! needed to 
draw plans reported by practically all 
participating units of government. In 
addition to projects for which completed 
plans are ready, preliminary planning for 
their total program has largely been com- 
pleted by local units of government. In 
other words, local officials are pretty well 
agreed on what projicts should be con- 
structed and tontracts for plans have been 
let for many of them. 

The total construction program sub- 
thitted to the Planning Commission in the 
$4,000,000 program by cities, villages, town- 
ships, school districts, and counties, but 
not including county road commissions, 
consists of 1,839 projects with a total 
construction cost of $414,482,175. Grants 
of $3,468,513 have been approved for pro- 
jects with a construction cost of approxi- 
mately $300,000,000. A total of $331,486 
remains to be allocated and there is an 
additional $200,000 which is being held in 
a state pool for distribution where most 
needed. Requests exceed the amount 
available by about $2,500,000. 

Completed plans in the $5,000,000 pro- 
gram have been submitted to the Buildings’ 
and Construction Division of the State 
Administrative Board for construction 
totaling $11,474,895. An additional $13,- 
771,460 of sewer, street and water project 
plans are coniplete under the partial pay- 
ment plan. 

Monthly progress reports from local 
units of government indicate that in ad- 
dition to completed plans thus far sub- 
mitted for reimbursement there are ap- 
proximately $20,000,000 of construction 
plans completed, which represent chiefly 
segments, of large street, sewer, water, 
and drainage projects. 

The City of Detroit reports plans for 
$18,028,000 of construction not included in 
the state’s planning aid program. Incom- 
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